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1. No decision yet on moving Alexandria's postal operations 

 
By Jeff Matthews • jmatthews@thetowntalk.com • November 18, 2010 
 
 
The recent consolidation of mail-processing services in South Louisiana will have no 
impact on an upcoming decision about the future of similar operations in Alexandria, 
a U.S. Postal Service spokesman said. 
 
The American Red Cross 
 
Mail processing in Lake Charles was moved to Lafayette this week. A similar move 
could happen in Alexandria, with mail processing going to Shreveport. 
 
"Those are two distinct initiatives," said McKinney Boyd, the Postal Service's 
regional media relations manager. "That will have no bearing on what happens in 
Alexandria." 
 
The Postal Service lost $8.5 billion last fiscal year and is looking for ways to deal 
with declining mail volume and shrinking revenues. Part of that is consolidation, since 
"we have more facilities, equipment and people than we need to process a declining 
volume of mail," Postmaster Abel Garza said. 
 
The Alexandria Processing and Distribution Site on Odom Street is a possible target. 
 
On Sept. 20, the Postal Service announced it was studying the feasibility of moving 
some or all of the processing operations from the Alexandria center to the Shreveport 
Processing and Distribution Center. The study was expected to take 90 days. 
 
"We're still in that window," Boyd said. "We're closing in towards a decision. We 
should have some information fairly soon." 
 
The Alexandria center covers more than 100 offices stretching to the Texas and 
Mississippi borders. It was previously mentioned as a potential consolidation target in 
2006. 
 
Closing the Alexandria center would mean the loss of 25 to 35 jobs, a union official 
said. Local governmental officials have passed resolutions in support of keeping the 
Alexandria facility open. 



 
When the study is complete, Boyd said, a public meeting will be held to share the 
findings with stakeholders such as employees, customers and government officials, 
and to solicit their input on potential changes. 
 
Elsewhere in the state, consolidation is a reality. 
 
Processing operations in the Monroe area were previously moved to Shreveport. On 
Monday, mail to and from Lake Charles started being processed in Lafayette, which 
Boyd said has a larger and more automated processing facility. 
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2. Letters: Closing postal center would hurt local economy 

 
November 18, 2010 
 
 
It has been stated approximately 100 Oshkosh Postal employees' positions would be 
terminated. Not only would these positions be lost to the city of Oshkosh — but also 
some employees' families would be forced to move to another city to seek 
employment. This would be less income spent on groceries, shopping, restaurants, 
entertainment, houses sold, etc. This means fewer jobs in city businesses, less taxes, 
less students in our schools, etc. As you can see, this would snowball — picking up 
momentum and hurting the city of Oshkosh and Winnebago County. (As well as other 
communities). 
 
The American Red Cross 
 
Businesses like Miles Kimball, Kimberly-Clark, J.J. Keller, Luther Aid, paper mills, 
etc. And smaller business would have to either transport their mail or pay higher 
postage rates to Green Bay (which would create more expenses for them). Their 
employees and Oshkosh would lose more jobs and taxes. 
 
What happened to the studies a few years ago where it was decided it was feasible for 
Green Bay to consolidate to Oshkosh — as the Oshkosh facility was more efficient 
(and still is) than Green Bay? There also is more room to expand in the future at 
Oshkosh. It seems that Green Bay or the Postal Services is trying to push this 
consolidation to Green Bay before all facts are considered and the best solution can be 
determined. I would like to see more studies and more facts given to the public and 
Oshkosh Postal Service. They do a super job and deserve it. 
 
Russ Perry 
 
Oshkosh 
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ReadingPublic wrote: 
Replying to gameweaver090825110545: 
 
    At the city council meeting, the local Oshkosh Postal union reps (an unbiased 
source, I know) stated that Oshkosh is more equipped to handle the volume of both 
the Oshkosh and Green Bay distribution center than Green bay is. They said that 
politics saved the Green Bay center, for now, and were seeking political leverage 
from the Oshkosh side. I don't know if it's too little-too late, or the numbers don't add 
up...or Green Bay has a bigger hammer. Is this even a done deal? 
 
    Pure and simple, the volume of the USPS no longer merits its physical footprint. It 
must consolodate. I would just assume it stays in Oshkosh, for a bunch of biased 
reasons, but I don't want to see both Oshkosh and Green Bay stay open just so the 
government can "create jobs". That's exactly why I voted the way I did. 
 
Economically it seems to make sense to keep Oshkosh open. 
11/19/2010 8:32:22 AM 
 
Replying to gameweaver090825110545:<blockquote>At the city council meeting, the 
local Oshkosh Postal union reps (an unbiased source, I know) stated that Oshkosh is 
more equipped to handle the volume of both the Oshkosh and Green Bay distribution 
center than Green bay is. They said that politics saved the Green Bay center, for now, 
and were seeking political leverage from the Oshkosh side. I don't know if it's too 
little-too late, or the numbers don't add up...or Green Bay has a bigger hammer. Is this 
even a done deal? <br /><br />Pure and simple, the volume of the USPS no longer 
merits its physical footprint. It must consolodate. I would just assume it stays in 
Oshkosh, for a bunch of biased reasons, but I don't want to see both Oshkosh and 
Green Bay stay open just so the government can "create jobs". That's exactly why I 
voted the way I did.<br /></blockquote>Economically it seems to make sense to keep 
Oshkosh open.<br /> ReadingPublic 
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unokraut wrote: 
I'm not holding my breath, remember when we had the airport and shopping center? 
11/19/2010 6:28:31 AM 
 
I'm not holding my breath, remember when we had the airport and shopping center? 
unokraut 
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unionguy wrote: 
Replying to IamReallyCool:Replying to IamMisInformed: 
Seriously, I have read some of your posts and they are rediculous. If you know 
nothing about the post office then keep your comments to yourself. I work for the post 
office and if you have any questions you want answered just ask. By the way do you 
even have a job? What do you make minimum wage? Pardon me for having a job 
with great pay, great benefits, great health care and a pension. I am part of an ever 



shrinking middle class and I guess I have to apologize for that. Just think, you could 
have worked for the post office too. 
 
    It is about money. Oshkosh is not as profitable as Green Bay. I haven't seen the 
studies, but I am sure this was proven. 
 
    Quit crying. Maybe if the Post Office as a whole wasn't an inefficient dinosaur we 
wouldn't be having this conversation. Mail delivery should be reduced to 2 or 3 times 
per week 
11/18/2010 7:42:00 PM 
 
Replying to IamReallyCool:Replying to IamMisInformed:<br />Seriously, I have read 
some of your posts and they are rediculous. If you know nothing about the post office 
then keep your comments to yourself. I work for the post office and if you have any 
questions you want answered just ask. By the way do you even have a job? What do 
you make minimum wage? Pardon me for having a job with great pay, great benefits, 
great health care and a pension. I am part of an ever shrinking middle class and I 
guess I have to apologize for that. Just think, you could have worked for the post 
office too.<br /><blockquote>It is about money. Oshkosh is not as profitable as Green 
Bay. I haven't seen the studies, but I am sure this was proven. <br /><br />Quit 
crying. Maybe if the Post Office as a whole wasn't an inefficient dinosaur we wouldn't 
be having this conversation. Mail delivery should be reduced to 2 or 3 times per 
week.</blockquote><br /> unionguy 
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OshkoshGuy99 wrote: 
Replying to Ninechars: 
 
    I don't get how you can take a city as large as Oshkosh and close the post office. I 
know towns that amount to nothing that have their own post office. Closing the 
Oshkosh post office just FAILS the common sense test. 
 
They considering closing the distribution center. Not the entire post office. 
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Replying to Ninechars:<blockquote>I don't get how you can take a city as large as 
Oshkosh and close the post office. I know towns that amount to nothing that have 
their own post office. Closing the Oshkosh post office just FAILS the common sense 
test.</blockquote><br /><br />They considering closing the distribution center. Not 
the entire post office. OshkoshGuy99 
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gameweaver090825110545 wrote: 
At the city council meeting, the local Oshkosh Postal union reps (an unbiased source, 
I know) stated that Oshkosh is more equipped to handle the volume of both the 
Oshkosh and Green Bay distribution center than Green bay is. They said that politics 
saved the Green Bay center, for now, and were seeking political leverage from the 
Oshkosh side. I don't know if it's too little-too late, or the numbers don't add up...or 
Green Bay has a bigger hammer. Is this even a done deal? 
 



Pure and simple, the volume of the USPS no longer merits its physical footprint. It 
must consolodate. I would just assume it stays in Oshkosh, for a bunch of biased 
reasons, but I don't want to see both Oshkosh and Green Bay stay open just so the 
government can "create jobs". That's exactly why I voted the way I did. 
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SeaBiscuit2 wrote: 
Replying to Ninechars: 
 
    I don't get how you can take a city as large as Oshkosh and close the post office. I 
know towns that amount to nothing that have their own post office. Closing the 
Oshkosh post office just FAILS the common sense test. 
 
Isn't it just the processing center that will be closing? Small town P.O.'s are drop off 
points just as Oshkosh may become. Mail will still be picked up and delivered as per 
usual. Correct me if I'm wrong, but service desks (mailing, stamp purchase...) and 
P.O. Boxes will remain. 
 
Any loss hurts a local economy, no lengthy explanation needed the effects on that. 
The way to offset this is to bring new business in; large scale types that is. 
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Replying to Ninechars:<blockquote>I don't get how you can take a city as large as 
Oshkosh and close the post office. I know towns that amount to nothing that have 
their own post office. Closing the Oshkosh post office just FAILS the common sense 
test.</blockquote><br /><br />Isn't it just the processing center that will be closing? 
Small town P.O.'s are drop off points just as Oshkosh may become. Mail will still be 
picked up and delivered as per usual. Correct me if I'm wrong, but service desks 
(mailing, stamp purchase...) and P.O. Boxes will remain. <br /><br />Any loss hurts a 
local economy, no lengthy explanation needed the effects on that. The way to offset 
this is to bring new business in; large scale types that is. <br /> SeaBiscuit2 
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Eljayel wrote: 
I would consider Green Bay to be part of the "local" economy. I don't like to see 
people lose their jobs but this is no different than the downsizing we've seen in 
business over the past couple of years. The USPS is bleeding money and they need to 
staunch the flow. 
11/18/2010 9:22:25 AM 
 
I would consider Green Bay to be part of the "local" economy. I don't like to see 
people lose their jobs but this is no different than the downsizing we've seen in 
business over the past couple of years. The USPS is bleeding money and they need to 
staunch the flow. Eljayel 
Recommend(1) New Post Reply to this Post Report Abuse 
User Image 
Ninechars wrote: 
I don't get how you can take a city as large as Oshkosh and close the post office. I 
know towns that amount to nothing that have their own post office. Closing the 
Oshkosh post office just FAILS the common sense test. 
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I don't get how you can take a city as large as Oshkosh and close the post office. I 
know towns that amount to nothing that have their own post office. Closing the 
Oshkosh post office just FAILS the common sense test. Ninechars 
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IamReallyCool wrote: 
It is about money. Oshkosh is not as profitable as Green Bay. I haven't seen the 
studies, but I am sure this was proven. 
 
Quit crying. Maybe if the Post Office as a whole wasn't an inefficient dinosaur we 
wouldn't be having this conversation. Mail delivery should be reduced to 2 or 3 times 
per week. 
11/18/2010 9:12:19 AM 
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